SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

THE MISSISSIPPI BAR =51 F=F7) COMPLAINANT

v. N0 1aopg  CAUSENO. L0/6- 80455 0

£ %

DAVID E. HUDGENS e

i

COUAT CF AFFEALS
FORMAL COMPLAINT

. RESPONDENT

The Mississippi Bar (“the Bar”) files this Formal Complaint pursuant to Rule 13
of the Rules of Discipline for the Mississippi State Bar (“MRD”) against David E.
Hudgens (“Mr. Hudgens™) as follows:

1. Mr. Hudgens is a resident of Louisiana who can be served with process at
his last known address of 3017 Lac D’Or Avenue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

2. Mr. Hudgens is an active member in good standing with the Bar. Mr.
Hudgens is subject to the disciplinary jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Mississippi
and its designated agencies.

3. On October 20, 2016, the Supreme Court of Alabama disbarred Mr.
Hudgens from the practice of law in the State of Alabama effective September 20, 2016.
A certified copy of the Court’s Order is attached to this Formal Complaint as Exhibit
GAP

4. By letter dated November 3, 2016, Mr. Hudgens self-reported his
disbarment in Alabama. A copy of his self-report letter is attached as Exhibit “B.”

5. Pursuant to Rule 13 of the Rules of Discipline for the Mississippi State
Bar (“MRD?”), the Bar is obligated to present a certified copy of the Order to this

Honorable Court for the purpose of imposing reciprocal discipline in this Court.



6. Pursuant to Rule 13, MRD, the Supreme Court of Mississippi may impose
less or more severe discipline than that imposed by the Supreme Court of Alabama.

7. The Bar is entitled to recover its costs and expenses incurred in the filing
of this Formal Complaint.

WHEREFORE, the Bar requests the following relief:

A. That this Honorable Court appropriately discipline Mr. Hudgens;

B. That Mr. Hudgens pay the costs and expenses occasioned by the filing of
this Formal Complaint; and

C. All other relief as the Court deems proper.

Dated this _'lt' day of November 2016.

THE MISSISSIPPI BAR

By: / %
James R_Clark

Deputy General Counsel

James R. Clark (MB #9719)
The Mississippi Bar

Post Office Box 2168
Jackson, MS 39225-2168
(601) 948-0568



STATE OF ALABAMA

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY

I, Julia Jordan Weller, Clerk of the Supreme Court of
Alabama, do hereby certify that the foregoing, consisting of
one (1) page, 1s a true and correct copy of the Order of
Disbarment in the matter of David Erickson Hudgens, dated
October 20, 2016, as the same appears of record in this Court.

Witness Julia Jordan Weller,
Clerk of the Supreme Court of
Alabama, with the Seal of the
Court attached, at the Judicial
Department, this the 7 day of
November, 2016.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA
October 20, 2016

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION OF
DAVID ERICKSON HUDGENS THE ALABAMA STATE BAR
ATTORNEY AT LAW RULE 23(a),

PET. NO. 2016-1306
ORDER

Panel I of the Disciplinary Board of the Alabama State
Bar, having entered an order of disbarment on September 30,
2016, in the matter of DAVID ERICKSON HUDGENS, and that order
having been filed with this Court, and

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the name of DAVID
ERICKSON HUDGENS is stricken from the Roll of Attorneys duly
licensed to practice law in the State of Alabama, and that
DAVID ERICKSON HUDGENS is hereby disbarred and excluded from
the practice of law in the courts of Alabama effective
September 30, 2016.

Stuart, Bolin, Parker, Murdock, Shaw, Main, Wise, and
Bryan, JJ., concur.

{1, Julia Jordan Weller, as Clerk of the Supreme Court
of Alabama, do hereby certify that the foregoing Is
a full, true and correct copy of the instrument(s)
herewith get out as same appear(s) of record in said

Court.
Witness my hand this‘zj\_gih_ day of OCJ’DM , 20_]_(_4

U Jdn

Clerk, Stipreme Court of Alabama



DAVID E. HUDGENS

November 3, 2016

The Mississippi Bar
Post Office Box 2168
Jackson, Mississippi 39225-2168

Attn: Adam Kilgore, Esquire
Re:  Trust Account Violation
Dear Mr. Kilgore:

I appreciate you talking to me this morning. As | told you, until recently |
was licensed to practice law in Alabama and am currently licensed to practice in
Mississippi and, although I did not mention i, Florida as well. My practice in
Mississippi has been extremely limited -- [ can only remember two cases, both of
which were concluded long ago.

I self-reported a trust account violation to the Alabama State Bar and
consented to disbarment in Alabama and have forwarded the disbarment order to
Florida. Attached 15 a copy of the order of disbarment which has an effective date
of September 30, 2016 but which did not actually go into effect until adopted by
the Alabama Supreme Court. [ received a copy of it last week,

The circumstances are that | knowingly misappropriated a client’s trust
account funds and then misrepresented to the client that the funds were still
available. Although another client put me in a position that I pretty badly needed
funds, that other client did not make me take the funds out of the trust account - |
was the one that made that decision and I take full responsibility for it. The client
whaose funds I took and | are in frequent contact and are working towards an
acceptable restitution program which | am certain we will accomplish.

I am sending an e-mail to the attorney handling my case at the Alabama Bar
Association Office of General Counsel to see how I can get a certified copy of the
Alabama Supreme Court disharment order and will torward i as soon as 1 can get
i,
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The Mississippt Bar
November 2, 2016
Page 2

If you need anything further to begin the Mississippi disciplinary

proceeding, please let me know

k. Hudgens

dhudgensahudgonsiaw com
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Stuart, Bolin, Parker, Murdock, Shaw, Main, Wise, and
Bryan, JJ., concur.
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1, Julia Jordan Vel :as Clerk of the Supreme Court
of Alabama, oo by cerlify that the foregoing is
a full, true ang correct copy of the instrument(s)
herewith set cut as same appear(s) of recerd in said

Court.
Witness my hand this?:.)@ih. day of ;Q.@'Eﬁ&ﬁ R 20.,,{_(!’_

C””‘-\ » »WZ :
Cierk.ga‘:‘prem $ Court of Alabama
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