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STATEMENT OF ISSUES

THE TRIAL COURT. ERERED IN DENYING ROWLAND'S POST

II.

CONVICTION RELIEF MOTION AS BEING TIME BARRED.

THE TRIAL COQURT VIOLATED THE PROHIBITICONS OF THE
DOUBLE JEOPARDY CLAUSE OF BOTH THE UNITED STATES

AND MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTIONS BY CONVICTING ROWLAND
OF THE CAPITAL MURDER AND THE UNDERLYING FELONY OF
ARMED ROBBERY, EFFECTIVELY CONVICTING AND SENTENCING
ROWLAND TWICE FOR THE CRIME OF ARMED ROBBERY. THEREBY

ROWLAND HAS AN ILLEGAL SENTENCE.



STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On the night of February 16, 1979, a group of citizens was

at the Leflore County Country Club, at a social event, that

- — —soctal event being & poker game, when three individuals
[Robert Rowland, Dcnald Keeton and Keith Ouzts], masked and
dressed with their identification completely concealed and
armed with shotguns, entered the room and proceeded to "perform
an armed robbery". They [Rowland, Keeton and Ouzts] had the men
line up agéinst the wall of the room with their backs toward
the robbers. As one of the robbers was reaching across the table
where the game had been held to pick up the money, a shotgun
that he was holding discharged and shot Mr. James Campbell,
killing him. At that point, Mr. Paul Hughes, one of the
participants iﬁ the game, broke and run to get out of the room
and he was shot in the back. The robbers then secured an

automobile from one of the participants in the game and made

their getaway from the County Club. Exhibit "A", Plea Transcript
at page 6-7, quoting Mr. George A. Everett, District Attorney.
Rowland, Keeton and Quzts were all charged with two counts
of Capital Murder and two counts of Armed Robbery. On March 8,
1979, the defendants was indicted by the Leflore County Grand
Jury in Cause No. 19,267 for the Armed Robbery of Pat Eolton,

Exhibit "B", in Cause No. 19,268 for the Armed Robbery of O.B.

Singleton, Exhibit "C", in Cause No. 19,266 for the Capital

Murder of James Campbell while engaged in the armed robbery of

Pat Bolton, Exhibit "D", and in Cause No. 19,265 for the Capital

Murder of Paul Hughes while engaged in the armed robbery of




0.B. Singleton. Exhibit "E".

On change of venue the case was transferred from Leflore
County to Washington County, Cause No. 19,267 become Cause No.

16,728, Cause No. 19,268 become Cause No. 16,727, Cause No.

19,266 become Cause No. 16,729 and Cause No. 19,265 become

Cause No, 16,730. See Exhibit "A" at page 3-4.

The three defendants appeared at their plea hearing before
Judge B.B. Wilkes, Circuit Court Judge of Leflore County. Prior
to the hearing, the State made an offer to all three defendants
wherein they would all plead guilty in exchange for two life
sentences each on the Capital Murder charges and two twenty-four
year sentences each on the Armed Robbery charges, all sentences
to run consecutively. On August 2, 1979, Rowland, Keeton and
Ouzfs, under the advisement of Counsels, took the State's deal
and pled guilty to all counts for which they had been charged.

Rowland pled guilty to the crimes of Capital Murder and the
underlying felony of Armed Robbery (two counts each). Exhibit
"A" at page 10.

On November 13, 2007, Rowland filed a Petition for Post
Conviction Collateral Relief in the Washington County Circuit
Court, Cause No. 2007-256, alleging that his armed robbery
convictions and sentences viclated the Double Jeopardy Clause,
the protection against multiple punishments for the same offense,
in viclation of the third aspect of the Double Jecpardy Clause,
amounting to an illegal sentence. Further, pleading that the
illegal sentences were not subject to any procedural bars, that

the Mississippi Supreme Court had carved out an exception to

such bars.



On January 10, 2008, "relying on Section 99-39-5 of the
Mississippi Code, the Court [found] this action [to be] barred
by the three (3) year statute of limitations"™. As such, finding

it unnecessary to discuss the merits of the Motion, the Court

decision to this Court.

SUMMARY OF THE ARGUMENTS

The right to be free from an illegal sentence has been found
to be fundamental in the State of Mississippi. This Court has
held multiple times that errors affecting fundamental constitutional
rights may be excepted from procedural bars which would otherwise
prohibit theirconsideration. As a result, the trial court
incorrectly barred Rowland's petition for violation of ther
three (3) year statute of limitation in Miss. Code Ann. §99-39-5.
Rowland's petition alleged that heswas serving time under an
illegal sentence and such claim should haﬁe been censidered on
the merits. Instead, Rowland's petition was summarily dismissed
with prejudice without any comment on the merits.

Rowland pled guilty, under the advisement of counsel, to
both Capital Murder and the underlying felony of Armed Robbery.
This Court has cleraly held that the trial courts commits error
by convicting a defendant of both felony murder and the underlying
felony, even in the guilty plea context. Therefore, the trial
court erred in sentencing Rowland on the underlying felony of
armed robbery (two Counts) after Rowland plead guilty to the

felony murder (two counts). The armed robbery sentences in



Cause No. 16,727 and 16,728 must be vacated as unenforceable

sentences under the Double Jeopardy Clause.

I. THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN DENYING ROWLAND'S POST
CONVICTION RELIEF MOTION AS BEING TIME BARKED.

The Trial Court's entire disposition of this case was based
on the charge that Rowland's motion for post—conviction relief
was time barred under §99-39-5 of the Mississippi Code. As such,
we will first speak to the issue of the statute of limitation
gince the entire case rests on whether the statute has
effectively run against Rowland.

Rowland pled guilty on August 2, 19%79. Although the
Mississippil Uniform Post-Conviction Collateral Relief Act did
not go into effect until 1984, it would still apply to Rowland's

case. Qdom v. State, 483 So0.2d 343, 344 (Miss. 1986). "Individuals

convicted prior to April 17, 1984, have three years from April
17, 1934, to file their petitions for post-conviction relief.”
Id. Therefqre, Rowland's deadline for timely filing his petition
was April 17, 1987. Rowland, however, did not file this petitioﬁ-
until November.l3, 2007, some ninéteen {19) yvears after the
deadline. Normally, the judge below would have been correct in
finding that Rowland's claim was time barred.

However, there are certain exceptions carved out to
procedural bars where there is a gquestion that a party's

fundamental rights have been viclated. Sneed v. State, 722 So.2d




1255, 1257 {(p7) (Miss. 1998). "The right to be free from an
illegal sentence has been found to be fundamental." Id. In

Ivy v. State, 731 So.2d 601, 603 (pl3)(Miss., 1999), the Supreme

Court of Mississippi reiterated its former ruling that "errors

affecting the fundamental constitutiocnal rights, such as the
right to a legal seﬁtence, may be excepted from procedural bars
~which would otherwise prevent their consideration." Ivy, 731
So.2d at 603 (pl3)(citations omitted).

In Ivy., the Court recognized that the léwer court wrongfully
dismissed Ivy's petition for post-conviction relief because the
lower court overlooked the: fact that, due to the allegation
of an illegal sentence, the petition was not subjecf to the

time-bar. See also Luckett v, State, 582 So0.2d 428, 430 (Miss.

1991){denial od# due process in sentencing exceptied case from

pfocedural bars). Additionally, in Stevenson v. State, the

Mississippi Supreme Court held that "Even though an imposed
sentence is otherwise barred, an unenforceable sentence is
nevertheless plain error and capable of being addressed".

Stevenson, 674 So.2d 501, 505 (Miss. 1996); Grubb v. State, 584

So.2d 786, 789 (Miss. 1991); Smith v. State, 477 So.2d 191,

195-96 (Miss. 1985}.

According to the above cited case law, the lower court
should have heard Rowland on his motion for relief, which
consistea solely of his claim that he was illegally sentenced,
regardless of the time-bar in this case. Therefore, since the
merits were not addressed by the lower court, the claim must
be properly addressed by this Court. Does Rowland have

enforceable sentences for armed robbery?



Ii. THE TRIAL COURT VIOCLATED THE PROHIBITIONS OF THE
DOUBLE JEOPARDY CLAUSE OF BOTH THE UNITED STATES
AND MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTICONS BY CONVICTING
ROWLAND OF THE CAPITAL MURDER AND THE UNDERLYING
FELONY OF ARMED ROBBERY, EFFECTIVELY CONVICTING AND
SENTENCING RCOWLAND TWICE FOR THE CRIME OF ARMED
ROBBERY, THEREBY ROWLAND HAS AN ILLEGAL SENTENCE.

Mr. Rowland asserts that he pled guilty to both felony
murder and the underlying felony of armed robbery (two counts
each), effectively convicting and sentencing him twice for the
crime of armed rcobbery. Rowland contend that fhe trial court's
conviction of both capital murder and armed robbery constituted
double jeopardy in wviolation of the third aspect of the Double
Jeopardy Clause of the Fifth (5th) Amendment to the United States
Constitution.

It is irrefutable that Rowland was convicted of the Capital
Murder of James Campbell while "engaged in the commissicon of
_the crime of armed robbery of Pat Bolton and others". Exhibit

"D" and Exhibit "A" at page 10. Then Rowland was further convicted

of the armed robbery of Pat Bolton. Exhibit "B" and Exhibit "A"

at page 10. In this case, Rowland was not only convicted of the
capital murder of James Campbell, but Rowland was also convicted
of the underlying armed robbery of Pat Bolton that was used to
elevate the murder of James Campbell to capital murder under
§97-3-19(2){e), Miss. Code Ann. {(1972).

Likewise, Rowland was convicted of the Capital Murder of
Paul Hughes while "engaged in the commission of the crime of

armed robbery of 0O.B. Singleton and others". Exhibit "E" and

Exhibit "A" at page 10. Here again, Rowland was not only convicted

of the capital murder but he was also convicted of the armed



robbery of 0O.B. Singleton. Exhibit "C" and Exhibit "A" at page

10. Rowland was not only convicted of the capital murder of

Paul Hughes, but Rowland was further convicted of the underlying
armed robbery of 0.B. Singleton that was used to elevate the
ﬁhgééfmsf”Paul Hugnés to capif%l murder under §97-3-192(2){(e),
Miss. Code Ann. {(1972).

In the case at bar, Rowland was not convicted and sentenced
on a plea of guilty to the offenses of simple murder and armed
robbery, two separate'and distinct crimes; rather Rowland was
convicted of Capital Murders as proven by the Plea Transcript

and the Sentencing Orders in Cause No. 16,729 and 16,730, See

Exhibit "A" at page 10; Exhibits "F" and "G" respectively. Thus

putting Rowiand twice in jeopardy for the same armed robbies.
Therefore, the trial court impesed multiple punishments for the
same armed robbiessin viclation of the Double Jeopardy Clause.

In context of double jeopardy, underlying felony in feieny<murder
is, by definition, included in greater offense and may not be

punished separately. Ballenger v. State, 667 So.2d 1242 (Miss.

1995), cert. denied, 518 U.S. 1025, 116 S.Ct. 2565 (1996).
In support of his double jeopardy claim, Mr. Rowland cites

to the case of Fuselier v. State, 654 So.2d 519 (Miss. 1995),

as being substantially similar to the instant case. In Fuselier,
a defendant was indicted for Capital Murder "while engaged in
the commission of the crime of bufglary, in violation of Miés.
Code ann. §97-3-19(2)(e)." Id at 521. After having his original
conviction and sentence of death for murder while engaged in
the commission of a felony reversed by the Mississippi Supreme

Court, Fuselier, on remand, entered a pleé bargain whereby Fuselier

8



would "plead guilty to both capital murder and burglary and in
exchange receive a nonrecidivist life sentence for capital murder
and a consecutive twenty-five year sentence for the burglary.™

Id at 520.

On collateral review, the Mississippi Supreme Court reversed
the trial court's dismissal of Fuselier's petition for post
conviction relief finding that the trial court committed error
by convicting Fuselier of both felony murder and the underlying
felony of burglary. Id at 522. The Supreme Court stated that
a defendant's initial conviction and sentence for both felony
murder and the underlying felony violated the third aspect of
the Double Jeopardy Clause, the protection against multiple

punishments for the same cffense imposed in a single proceeding.

Id (quoting Jones v. Thomas, 491 U.S. at 381). The Supreme Court

held that by allowing Fuselier to plead guilty to felony murder
and the underlying felony of burglary that the trial court was
"effectively convicting and sentencing him twice for the same
burglary" and to do so was in violation of the Court's holding

in Meeks v. State, 604 So.2d 748 (Miss. 1992), where the court

held that convicting a defendant of both felony murder and the
underlying felony of kidnapping put the defendant "twice in
jeopardy for the same kidnapping." Id.

The United States Supreme Court in two unanimous opinions
has expressed the same view as the Mississippi Supreme Court

in Fuselier. In Payne v. Virginia, 468 U.S. 1062, 104 S.CT. 3573

{1984%) in a per curiam opinion, it was held that were convietion
of a greater crime cannot be had without a conviction of a lesser

crime, the double jeopardy clause bars prosecution for the lesser



crime after conviction of the greater one. A robbery conviction,
following a prior conviction for capital murder committed during
the prepetration of the robbery while armed witha deadly weapon,
as in Rowland's case, is barred by the double jeopardy clause.

In Harris v. Oklahoma, 433 U.5. 682, 97 S.Ct. 2912 (1977)({per

curiam)}, the Court held that a subsequent prosecution for robbery
with a firearm was barred by the double jeopardy clause, because
the defendant had already been tried for felony murder based

on the same underlying felony.

Based on the opinions of Fuselier, Payne and Harris, it

seems very clear that where, as in this case, a person has been
tried and convicted for é crime which has various incidents
included in it, he cannot be a second time punished for one of
those incidents without being put in jeopardy for the same offense.
Based solely on the trial court documents in this case, Rowland
was convicted and sentenced on the two felony murders with the
underlying felony of armed robbery, plus the same two underlying
felonies, thus putting Rowland twice in jeopardy for the armed
robbies. Therefore, the trial court imposed multiple punishments
for the armed robbies in violation of the Double Jeopardy Clause
and both armed robbery sentences are unenforceable, thereby the

armed robbery sentences must be wvacated.

10



CONCLUSION

Rowland prays that the armed robbery convictions and
sentences will be vacated forthwith as being unenforceable
under the Double Jeopardy Clause, and further grant any such

other relief as the court deems proper and just.

Robert Stanley Rowland

Appellant / pro se

11
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This is to certify that I, Robert Stanley Rowland, pro se,

have this date, mailed via the Inmate Legal Assistance Program,

a true and correct copy of the foregoing "Appellant Brief"

to:
Hon.Jim Hood
Attorney General
Po Box 220
Jackson, MS 39205-0220
This the 85774 day of /Vd.s/ , 2008.
7

Robert S. Rowland
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IM THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

JuLY, 1979 TERM

. , 16,727 (A.R.) |
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI j16,728 ]A.R.ii i
16,729 (Murder)
vs. HO. 16,730 (Murder) |
l
DOWALD L. REETONW, DEFENDANTS i
RORLERT STANLEY ROWLAND, !
AND
KEITH QUZTS {
CHANGE OF PLEA & SENTENCE :
PRESIDING JUDGE: Ponoraisle B, B. Wilkes
= Circuit Judge
Fourth Circuit Court District
State of Mississippi
Greanville, Mississippi
COBISEL FOR STATE: Mr. George A, Everett
District Attorney.
Greonwood, Mississippi
. i
COWRISEL FOR DEFENEE: Mr. Joe Buchanan (Xeeton & OCuzts)
’h Attorney at Law ‘
i Indianola, Mississippi
e
o, “r. John Ld sStilliocns (Rowland)
P Attorney alt Law
L e Tndianola, Mississiopi
COUPET SEPORTIZR: lrs, Linda M., Hall

12 Lewis Circle
Pndianola, Mississipni

Cn hugust 2, 1279, during the regular July, 1979 Teuvm
of Circuit Court of Washington County, Mississiponi, whennéll
nf the above stated partics were presmnt in opan court, there
apmeared boefore Honorshle B, DL Wilkes, Circult Judge, Feurth

Circuit Couvt District, State of Mississiopi, the above said

1

izfendants, Donald L. Kectkon, Robert Stanley Rowland, and
Keith Ouzts, charged with two counts of armed robbhery and
two counbks of murder onch. AL said biwe and plocae, btheir
attorneys, Honorable Joo Ruchanan (Cepuvosenting Donald 1L,
Keeton and Keith Quzts) and Honorable John Id Stillicns
| \/ "
' - EXHIBIT "a" a !



€ . )

T T e e .. i el |

j -2 Donald L, Keefon

: Robert Stanley NRowland
; Keikh Ouzts

{

{representing Robert Stanley Fowland), and all other partiés

listed. above were prasant and the following matters were 1

recorded:

BY MR, BEVERITT:
If the Court please, the Stake understands that these
three accused, Keeton, Rowland, and Ouits, wish to !

withdraw their previously entered pleas of not guilty

to these four charges - two of capital murder and two

of armed robbery - and now to enter pleas of guilty

to each of those four charges. And with that under— i
standing, the State would recoﬁmend to the Court that
in Case #16,7129, the capital murder of James Camphell,
that all Ehree ba sentenced to life itrprisonmant in

the Mississippi State Penitentiary in the custody of
the‘State Department of Corrections. 1In Cause §16,730,
tha capital murder of Paul Hughes, the State would
recommend a similar sentence - life in thé State
Penitentiary.

BY THE COURT:

To run consecutively?

BY MR. EYERETT:

Yes, sir, JTn Cauwse 317,727, the armed robbhery of

0. B. Sinqgleton, the State would recommend twenty-Ffour
years in the custedy of‘the State Departrment of

Covrractions.  &ad in Cauna £1A0

e
Ly
r .

5, the armed robbery

¢

of Pat RBolten, the Ziate woulsd recormend twantvy-four

vears in Lhe custndy of the State Jepartment of

i
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]
1

A

Q

here beside you?

A

Q

A

¢

He also represents you. Is that riqht?

A,

u a

A

Q

ey
-3- Donald I,. ¥eeton !

Robert Stanley Rowland
Keith Ouzts i

!

Corrections. All four sentences are to run consecu- ;
tively. :
BY THE COURT:

Which is Donald T.. Keeton?

{(By Keeton) Right here. |

And this is your attorney Mr. Joe Buchanan standing

-

{By Xeeton) Yes, sir.-
And you are Keith Ouzts?
{(By Ounzts) Yes, sir.

And this 1s your attorney Mr. Buchanan Standing here?

(By ouzts} Yes, sir.
&And vou are Bohert Stanley Rowland?
{3y Rowland) VYes, sir.

And this is your attorney Mr. John Ed Stillions

standing here beside vou?

A

Q

{By PRowland} Yes, sir.

Now each of you has been indicted by the Leflore

County Grand Jury in Cause #19%,268 on a charge of arnmed

robbery. “That case was transferred to this Court and is now

Cause #16,727, Each of vou has previously entered a plea of

not guilty to that charge. Fach of you was zlso indicted

Ly the Grand Jury of Leflore County, Mississippl in Cause

219,267 on a charaa of armed robbery. That case has been

transferred to this Court and is now Cause 116,729, And

each of vou has previously entered a plea of not guilty to

\



-4 Donald L., Keeton

Reobiexrt Stanley Rowlaﬁd

Keith Quzts

that charge. Tach of you was also indicted by the Grand Jury
1

of Leflore County, Mississippi in Cause }#19,266 on a charge
of capital murder. That case has now been transferred to
this Court and is now fause §16,729, n~nd each of you has
previously entered a plea of mot gquilty to that charge,

Fach of you was also indicted in Cause 219,265 by the Grand
Jury of Leflore County, Mississippi on a charge of capital
murder, That case has been transferred to this Court and is
now Cause £16,730. And each of you has previously entered a
plea of not guilty to that charge, The Court understands

at this time that all three of you wish to change your pleas
and that each of you wish to enter a plea of guilty to each

of thess four charges. Is that right?

A (By Feeton, Dowland, and Ouzts) Yes, sir.

2 Donald L. Xeeton, how old are vou?

A (3y Reeton) Eilghteen.

Q- ~nd how far did you go in school?

A - {By Keeton) vewms gracde. “TIZA/TH

0 MNow i take it that you've thoroughly discussed yo;f

case with your lawyer !ir. Buchanan?

A (By Heetnn} Yes, sir.

Q Are you satisfied with the services that Mr. Buchanan
has rcendered arnd the advise he has qgiven you?

A (By Haeebkon) VYes, sir.

n Yoau have noooenplaiats at oall then abhioot vonr Iawenr.

Is that right?

A {3y Heeton)  That's right,



P

i ke

* TETBE

Q And
A, {By
Q How

A (By

-5- Donald L. Keeton

Robert Stanley Rowla

Keith Ouzts
Keith Ouzts, how old are you?
Quzts) Wineteen.
far &id you go in school?

Ouzts) ok, TEATH

Q I take it you've also discussed your case with your

lawyer Mr.
a .(By

Q Are

Buchanan?
ouzts) Yes, sir.

you saktisfied with the services that Mr. Buchanan

has rendered and the advice he has given you?

A (By

a You

LY (By
Q And
A (3
Q And
N . {8y

Q How

your lawyar

A (By

0 Are

Ouzts) Yes, sir.

havg no complaints at all then about your lawyer?
Quzts) HWo, sir.

Robert Stanley Rowland, how old are you?

Rowland) Twenty-cne.

how far d4id you go in school?

D x4
Rowland) oo . “feiSawemsl.

I take it that youw also discussed vour case with
Mr. Stillions?

Rowland} Yes, sir.

you sztisfied with the services that Mr. Stillions

has rendered and the adwvice he has given vyou?

A (By

s} You

Roewland} Yes, sir.

have no complaints at all then about vour lawyar.

Is Lhat right?

A (zy

Rowland)  Tthat's richt.

pY THE CCURT:

Mr,

District Attorney, give me the results of your
i

e e e e ey

nd




-6~ Donald L. Keeton

2
i

Robert Stanley Rowland

Keith OCuzts
investigation in these four cases,
BY MR, EVERETT:
Oon the night of February 16, 1979, a qroup of citizens
was at the Leflore County Country Club, a short dis-
tance outside of Grennwood in Leflore County, Mississ-
ippi, At a sorial event, that social event being a
peker game, when three individuals, masked and dressed
similarly with thelr identification completely con-
cealed and armed with shotguns, entered the room and
proceeded to perform an armed robhery with firearms
of this group of individuals. They had the men line
up against the wall of the building or the room with
their backs toward the defendants, And as one of the
defendants was reaching acrgsé the table where the
game had meen held to pick up the money, a shotgun
that he was holding discharéed and shot James Campbell
in the back, and killing James Campbell. The shotgun
then discharged again and the shot went into the.
ceiling of the room. At that time, Paul Hughes, é;e
of the participants in the game, broke and ran to get
out of the place and he was shet in the back and
killed by one of the individuals in the robbery.
They then securcd an antomobile Zrom cne of the
participants in the gawme and made their getaway from
the Country Clul, which they asbapdened a short Jdis-
tance away where thev gob in thoir own autonchile,

They were folloved by two of the people involwved




-7 - Nonald L, Keeton
Robert Stanley Rowland
I'eith Ouzts

|
in the game - discreetly (nllowed - who got enough ;
|

description to aid the authorities, which led tn much

hard work in the arrest of these three who have all

confessed to that crime.

¢
BY THE COUET:

Q Fach of you has hzard the District Attorney give me %

i

the regults of his investigation. Is what he has told me

substantially correct?

A (By ¥eeton, Rowland, & Ouzts) Yes, sir,
0 And are those the crimes you are pleading guilty to -

the ones he has just told me about?

L (By Keeton, Rewland, s Ouzis) VYes, sir,
Q How I want to exmplain to you about a juxy trial. Fach
of you is entitled, if you wish, in each of these cases to

mava a trial by a jury. ©OF course that would be a jury of

twelve citi

2

ens from this county. Going into those trials,
unedar the law wou would be presumed to be innocent and the
burden of proof throughout those trials would be on the.gtate
of Mississippi to prove vour guilt to those juries beyond

a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty. You could not

e convicted unless all twelve menbers of those juries
agreed among therselves that vou wewre guilty. Buring the
krial, your lawyars would have a richt to qguestion or cross-
eeamina any witnesses that the State brouwsht in to testify

against »eou. I rou had witnesses, you could bring thea in

and thevy could tcstify so that the jury ceuld hear what thev

had to say about the case
- v

. Since you are the defendants,



-

S
g Donald L. Keeton

Pobert Stanley Rowland
Reith Ouzts '
undex the law you would have a cheice. You could testify if )
you wanted to, or if you and your lawyer felt that it was in i
i
vour best interest not to testify then under the law you would
not bhe required Lo testify. And if you decided not to testifyi
then under the law the jury would not be allowed to presume j
or infer just from that fact alone that you were guilty.
And, of course, if those juries convicted you, vyou would have
a right to appeal each of those confictions to a higher
court. Do each of you understand what I'm telling ydﬁ about

jury trials?

A (By Keeton, Rowland, & Ouzts) Yes, sir.

Q And do each of you understand that by entering these

pleas of guilty, wou are giving up your right to a jury
trial in each of these four cases?
A (By Heeton, Rowland, & Quzts) Yes, sir.

n low do ea

g e LB

h of you understand thar on each armegd

AL T 0 T T R A P S L= T oSN Dy Tl o S AR g LA

robbery rharge the Court can senrence Lyou to AnY.LeEmeTeR2s

AL ¢ i e b s A S

fit less than life wnLh no plobat1on and no parole?

WL ATyl . DRI S

LT S Ll oA = IS e T R A A el BRI T
A {By Keeton, Rowland, & Ouzts} Yes, sir.
Q Do each of you understand that on each capital murder

charge the Court i3 required under the law to sentence vou

to life imprisonment? Do each of vou understand that?

L9 {By Yeaton, Rowland, & Oumnts) VYes, sir,
a Do cach of voun understand in this case, the recommenda-
“ion iz that these Four sontonces will run conscantively

and not concurrently? Do ocach of vou understand that?

A {By Keeton, Powland, & Ouzts) ‘Yes, sir.

- - e e - i



JLETET

. Donald L., Keeton
Keith Ouzts

Q How other than this recommendation that the District

Attorney has just made to the Court with reference to the

sentence, have there been any promises or hopes of reward -

anything iike that - made to any of you teo induce you to

enter these gullty pleas?

A {(By Keerton, Rowland, & Ouzis) Mo, sir,

Q Have there been any thrzats, or force, or coercion,

intimidation - anything at all like that - exerted against

you to force you or intimidate you into these pleas?

A (By Reeton, Rowland, & Ouzts) No, sir.

Q I take it.then from what you are telling me that you

are entering these guilty pleas freely and voluntarily,

and that you understand what you are doinq?

A (By Reeton, Rowland, § Ouzts) Yes, sir.
e

=]

and I take it from what you've told ms that cach of
you is in fact gquilty of these four charyes of which you
are pleading guilty?

A {By Keeton, Rowland, & Ouzts} Yes, sir.

BY THE COURT:

fRobert Stanley Raowland

I will ask you two attorneys whether vou have explained

their constitutional rights and the conseauences of
their entering these quilty pleas?
BY MR, BUCHARAN:

Yes, Your Honor, their eonstitutional rights have

>

ILzen explained to them and they understand them fully.

BY MR, STILLIOHNS:

Yes, sir,

bnd
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-10- Donald L. Feston
Robert Stanley Rowland
Keith Ouzis
BY THE COURT:
Q All right, I'm going to accept each of your pless of
guilty, and I'm going to accept the recommencation of the

District Attorney. In Cause 716,729, the Court sentences

each of you to the custody of the Etate Department of

Corrections thz remezinder cf yeour neatural life, That was
the ceapital muréer of James Camobell. In Cavss #1l8,730,
which 1s the ceapitzl murder of Pauvl dughes, The Cowurt als:o

sentences each of you to the custcdy of
of Corrections for the remzinder of vour naturzl life,

this sentence to{run consecutively with the sentence I have
just imposed in Causz #15,729, In Tause $16,727, which

1e

the armed robbery of ©. B. Singleten, the Court sentences
each of you to a term of twenty-fcur (24) vears in the
custody of éhe State Department of Corrections with nec
probatioﬁ and no parole, this sentance to run consecutively
with the sentence I have just imposed in Cause $16,730,
In Cause $16,728, which is the armed rocbbery of Pat Boltor,
the Court sentences each of you to a2 term of twenty»fou;.{Qd)
vears in the custody cf the State Department of Correctioﬁs
with no probation and no parole, and this sentence will run
consecutively with the sentence I have just imposed in Cause
#16,727,

BY THL CQURT:

Does Counsel have any que5tions?

BY HR. BUCHAMMAR:

o, Your Honor,

{n
A
e



pDistrict, State of Mississippi, hereby certify that the fore-
going is a complete and correct transcript of all my notes of
the magiers which transpired at the change of plea and
sentencing of the above defendants, at the July, 1979 Term

of Circuit Court of ¥Washington Cbunty, Mississippi, to the

best of my knowledge, skill, and ability.

B

D.

?

e~

BY MR. STILLIOHS:

No, sir.

e

-11- Donald L. Keeton

Robert Stanley Rowland
Keith Ouzts

|
%
!

COURT REPCRTLER'S CERTIFICATE

I, Linda 1. ¥Wall, Court Reporter, Fourth Circuit Court

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, this the l6th day of August,

1979,

,gﬁézdgﬁgL. A b7L44L{,/
OFFICIAL CQOURT REPORTER
FQURTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT
STATLE OF MISSISSIPPI




97-3-79
INDICTMENT—Form 1 ARMED ROBRBERY 47-7-3 ORIGINAL

Lawaindl pdoGd

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 19, 267 In the Circvit Court in and for wid County, at the
Ne._~"'7°°

County of.Leflore

March . 19_79_ Term.

THE GRAND JURORS of she State of Mississipph, 1aken from 1he body of 1he good and lawful men of the County
aforesaid, duly elecred, empaneled, sworn and charged 51 the Term aforesaid of the Courr aforesaid, to inquire in and for
the body of 1he Cuounty aforesaid, in the name and by the amhority of the Stare of Mississippi, upon their oaths, present; That

Donald L. Keeton, Robert Stanley Rowland and Keith Quzts

Nare of the County afercsuid, on the__16%th _ day oi___February 1938 _in the County alorciaid,

n and wpon_L’at Bolton

» 2 human being, unbawlully, willully

and [claniousty did moalie an assauli :nd,_l:ﬂﬂ_. the 2id__Keeton, Rowland and Quzts |

did then and there by the exhibition of a deadly weapon, 1o-wi: a_.. Shofqun, being a  f£irearm, ——

}rto immediate injury to his person, and_more than-$100-.00

of the personal property of 0.B. Singleton, G.W.

unlawfully, wilfully and feloniously put/n iodllv

Putman, Billy Floyd,

omxmﬂkwwxm%eﬂiwao14:on7»steue—Me~Haﬁa—,—James—£ampbel~l—
and Paul Hughes

of the toia) and aggregate value of __Mmave than 310000

—, in maney,

from the presence or from the person and against the will of the maid___Bar Bolion

4id then and there unlawfully, wilfully, feloniously and vialenddy take, steal and carry away,

e

FERE L
2.5 4oy ol ‘7'“" / hgrely cortije Lt
¥ie cgnrl eon ; S
Erwin
cirReun cLERE e vz

& M" - (ififier tomers 5
P A S [ S U

T ot e Gt g R
. {g . e ' .
against the peace and dignity of the State of Mississippi, /@ . J@L‘ ~ 4 /0.

>

'\_;éafff {&m}__f— 4 TRUE BILL Q p )7/}J:MM Q:y

= DISTRICT ATTORNEY

WITNKNFESSES:

FOREMAN OF THE GRANDO JURY.

raed_ BED g o March 1979 %@Z‘{@ g %M@/ o
dbied 8th day of. . Mazrch 1978
ff» 7 5444%{&4

v Clurk By D C

RECORD BOOK 13 PAGE 22

I hereby certify that 1 have 1his day peronally delivered to
ttue copies of 1his indictment and the eapias issued hereupon.
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¥ . e —
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" INDICTMENT—Form 14 CAPITAL MURDER 97-3-19(2) (e} ORIGINAL

[T TL AR TYTTY

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI In the Circoit Court in and for said Coumy, ar the
N 19,266
"County of_ LEF LORE MARCH 1979

Term,

THE GRAND JURORE of the Siare of Mississipph, taken from the body of the goed and lawful men of the Counry
foressid, duly cleeted, empaneled, sworn and charged at the Term afuresaid of the Court aforesaid, 1o inguire in and for
the body of the County aloresaid, in the name and by the authurity of the S1a1e of Mississippi, upoen their oaths present: That

Donald L. Keeton, Robert Stanley Rowland and Keith Ouzts

sic of the County aloresaid, on (he 16th day of February 19 79

in the County
and State :I'orcmdﬁ;:nd'&llhm the jurisdiciien of this Courr, unlawfully, willully, feloniously, RF R
A .

B X HOt K BUm K, did, then and there, kill and murder one James Campbell

2 human being,

said killing being done with or without any design to effect
death, while said Donald L. Keeton, Robert Stanley Rowland
and Keith Ouzts were engaged in the commission of the crime of
armed robbery (Section 97-3-79) of Pat Bolton and others at
the Leflore County Country Club, in violation of Section

97-3-19(2) (e}
 HILER
ey Qe 40 77
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against the peacc and digni Dl !hc ne of Mississippi.

/ Sd‘ A TRUE BILL
Al ?\

PISTRICT ATTORNEY

// FOREMAN OF THE GR

WITNESSES:

Fited_ BEDR 4,0 or,_MaEXch L1019 Z@Q/ZZ@ WK/%&KM | Clerk
ceoyded Bt : [/ _March L1929
M} ,Clat Ry

. D. C.
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" INDICTMENT—Form 14 CAPITAL MURDER 97-3-18(2-e) ORIGINAL

LawdinEl s1104

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 19, 265 In the Circuit Courr in 2nd for said County, at (e

County of_ LEFLORE MARCH

19 79 Term.
THE GRAND JURORE of the State of Mississippi, taken from the body of the pood and lawlul men of 1he County
aluresaid, duly elecied, empancled, sworn and charged a1t the Term aforesaid of the Coun aforesaid, 1o inquire in aind for

the Lody of the County aforesaid, in the name and by the authority of the S1aie of Mississippi, vpoen 1heir oaths, present: Thar

Donald L. Keeton, Robert Sténley Rowland and Keith Ouzts

hate of the Couniy aforesaid, on the 16th day of. February 1929

in the County

L

and State sloresaid, and within the jurisdiction of this Courl, unlawlully, wilfully, feloniousty, ¥od X
OJ hid
mﬁxxﬁwwxwé\b RPaul Hughes

-did, then and there, kil and murder one__

# human besng,

said killing being done with or without any design to effect
death, while said Donald L. Keeton, Robert Stanley Rowland
and Keith Ouzts were engaged in the commission of the crime
of armed robbery (Section 97-3-79) of 0.B. Singleton and

others, at the Leflore County Country Club, in violation of
Section 97-3-19(2) ({e}.

[ hereby oortifu tholthe Tarenoing is a tree
ani’ enmnll Sl i Sherenf, b
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against the peace and dignity of the State of Misissippi. ép’; & o

\é(u’ d gﬁ’u/ o MCZ/ WP G Q—».

DISTRICT AYTORNEY

MY

FOREMAN OF TH GRaAND JUH)
WITNLSSES:

Filed_8EN 4, or March 1978 %{Z/Z—/V Okﬂéj/éét(/%/

day of /__March

DG

, Clerk
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IN THE CIRCLULT COURT OF WASHINGTON lJUUXTY, MISSISSIP PRI

1LY THRM

STATE OF MISSISSIP)

Vs, N 16,729

DONALD L. KEETON

—~ROBERT- STANLEV-ROWLANT

KEITH QUZTS ORDER

e . v I I .
Ihe .Ul‘i"l;-!illn DOXALD L. }CEETOV”ROBERT STANLEY ROWLAND & KEITHIH oUW Broper perso

Z[ S
wnd hy atwrney, baving plead GUILTY 7 NROT0SE0EEEX on a former day’ of this term of Court
/Leflore County

during a toruer term of dex Court, on an indisztinent charging Ema,ﬂm with CAPTTAL MURDER
is now permiteed by the Court on wotion of the State to withdraw FHELBr plea of NOT GUILT™

mpd o enter a plea of GUILTY tn said indictment, RIS EORERRASERELEAS U TS

IT IS, THEREUPOX, ORDERED by the Court that for the offense of

—CADITAI, MIIRNER_
tu which the defendans haweplead GUILTY. that the defendantShe and ! i¥ hereb i
REMAINER OF 'THEIR NATURAL LIVES (8% g hereby sontence

by this Court to serve/stemanef . veses in the Custody of the State Department of Cor

rections, ocsadosttrerobeypenspendedandert oS R RSeRRTRTC AR SRT
mmmmmmm%wm@mwmmwm%m@wmmwwmHfg.x i

EOUETER 0B THEFRXTURA XHFEX X
SO NENERED AND ADJUNGED in open Court this the 3 day of AUG

CIRCUIT JUDGE

-, 1979

MINUTE BOOK 40 _ pAaGgh._3/&_
e
FILED
L day of wly
E. Hmf%ags)b?
.. /;rm:i Cloth '
18 \%’W D.C.
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IN THE CIRCULIT COURT OF WASHINGTUN COUNTY, MISSISSIPEL

JULY THERM

STATR OF MISSISstel

Vs, N 16,730

DONALT L. KEETOM

ROBERT STANLEY BOWIAND
KEITH QUITS

URDER

KEITH QUZTS
Tiie Detendant, M N, ROBERT STANLEY ROWIAND & _, in [FHERBr own proper person

atel Py oattorney, having plead GUILTY, VOGN on a4 former day of this term of Courty
J/Leflore County THEM

duripg a Tormer term ofxhis Court, vn an indictinent (.hdluuwmmix with CAPITAL MURDER
tarev permitted by the Court on miotion of the State to withdraw BLE)IGZE‘: plea of NOT G[;IL'}L‘,_
amd o enter a plea of GUILTY to said indietment, ¥ st b Yoseax st ETsexof

ITIS, THEREUPUXN, URDERED by the Court that for the offense of __CARITAL MURNER

to witich the defendansg has®pl ; that the defendantsh d Moy adres ity '

witich R.El\e ((}_EEE‘{]](O}]:]I rfpr eadl :L]LLI"PES 1at the defendantsbe an t]::gy e reby sentenced
by thiz Court to serve a tetmof —___ XR0R% in the Custody of the State Department of Cor-
rectinns mammmmmﬁmw
N R R R P R D R R R R R R R R U DTS

e e

TR BT ey THIS SENTENCE TO BIN (‘ONQF(’UTTVFIY WITH THE SENTENCE JU:
lmosegﬁlﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁq 2 J\E‘ T%PDT‘ DEED v open Court this the day of AUGUST 19 79

DI S les) }

GIRCUIT JUDGE
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