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ARGUMENT

Appellee (Williams) does not dispute that Appellant (Gray) had every right to hire separate
counsel to represent her interests. Williams clearly states his only argument in this matter on page
5 of his brief;

“What is the issue is whether an attorney who did nothing in a case, never made an

appearance, never argued a motion, never fought for anything whatsoever, can attempt to

take another attorney’s fees...”
If he wanted to accurately reflect what actually happened, Williams should have said this:

Can Mr. Crosby specifically request that Mr. Smith not participate in the Federal Court civil

action in order to avoid any adverse publicity (and corresponding reduction in the value of

the case) that may be generated by the discovery of another out-of-wedlock child of Jessie

Lee Williams, Jr.; and then argue that since Mr. Smith did not participate in the Federal case

that he is not entitled to compensation?

The clear, logical, simple answer is, No, you cannot do that! Mr. Crosby cannot reach an agreement
with Mr. Smith that the best interest of all the heirs would be served if Mr, Smith and Contessa Gray
remained behind-the-scene, didn’t push for a DNA test, didn’t enter an appearance in the Federal
case, didn’t let Contessa Gray talk to the media, didn’t let anyone know about Jyshawn Micheal
Gray, and then complain when that is exactly what is done!

Mr. Smith fully cooperated with Mr. Crosby throughout these proceedings, carried out the
plan that they had agreed to, and kept the birth of Jyshawn Micheal Gray and the paternity by Jessie
L. Williams, Jr. out of the media. Without question, these actions by Mr. Smith made a reasonable
contribution to the litigation as required by Long V. McKinney, 897 So. 2d 160 (Miss. 2004} and

Franklin V. Franklin, 858 So. 2d 110 (Miss. 2003) and Mr. Smith should be compensated according

to the provisions of his employment contract.
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