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CERTIFICATE OF INTERESTED PERSONS

The undersigned counsel for Plaintiff (Appellee), Certifies the following parties have
an interest in the outcome of this case. These representations are made in order that the
Judges of this Court may evaluate possible disqualifications or recusal.

1. Tammy (Prinz) Pruett, Defendant (Appellant)

2. Henry B. Zuber, IIT, Esq. Counsel for Defendant (Appellant)

3. Michael J. Vallette, Esq. Counsel for Plaintiff (Appellee)

4. Christopher Steven Pring, Plaintiff (Appellee)
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STATEMENT REGARDING ORAL ARGUMENT

Appellee, Christopher Steven Prinz, respectfully submits that oral argument is not
necessary in this case. This case involves well-settled straight forward principles of law
which are neither close nor complex. The briefs of the parties adequately address the legal
issues raised and the Chancery Courts Opinion is concise and well-reasoned. Further, the
undisputed facts are abundantly clear from the record and oral arguments would not be of
benefit to the Appellate Court.
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The parties hereto were married on September 6, 1986 in Chalmette,
Louisiana. There were three children from this marital union, namely, Amanda
Danielle Prinz, a female child born on September 26, 1984 (Amanda was adopted by
Mr. Prinz); Steven Scott Prinz, a male child, born on October 13, 1988; and Alex
William Clay Prinz, a male child, born on October 2, 1998.

The parties and were subsequently divorced by the Chancery Court of
Harrison County, Mississippi, First Judicial District, on August 30, 2000, An
Amended Judgment of Divorce was entered on September 22, 2000. The primary
difference between the two Judgments was a change in visitation times and the month
ot; visitation granted to Christopher Steven Prinz was specified as being from July 1,
until July 31 each Summer.

The divorce granted Joint Legal Custody of the minor children, Steven Scott
Prinz and Alex William Clay Prinz to the parties with the Defendant herein, Tammy
Prinz Pruett, being granted primary physical custody of these two children. The
Court reserved custody ruling on the child Amanda Danielle Prinz. Since the divorce
of the parties, there has been no further custody ruling on Amanda Danielle Prinz.
Amanda Danielle Prinz is now over twenty-one years of age, and is married.

In typical fashion the Judgment and Amended Judgment of Divorce, awarded
child support to be paid by Christopher Steven Prinz, and also granted him visitation

rights, with the two younger children.



On September 23, 2000, less than 30 days after the parties divorced, Tammy
(Prinz) Pruett, moved to Gafiney, South Carolina and married her current husband,
James Pruett. Mrs. Pruett has one child by this marriage, namely, Jamison Pruett, a
female child, born on February 28, 2003.

Subsequent to the divorce the parties had difficulties concerning the exchange
of the two youngest children, for visitation, which resulted in Mr. Prinz, filing for a
Modification of Custody in late 2000, which was dismissed, and for Modification of
Visitation and Contempt against Mrs. Pruett for interfering with Mr. Prinz’ visitation,
which was filed in 2002. At this time in 2002 Mrs. Pruett filed an action in South
Carolina. The Harrison County Chancery Court after conferring with the Court in
South Carolina, retained jurisdiction for purposes of enforcing its Orders, but the
South Carolina Court retained jurisdiction for purposes of modifying child support.
At that time Mr. Prinz hired counsel in South Carolina and the Family Court of South
Carolina, in Cause No. 02-DR-11-446, entered an Order dated September 16, 2002,
increasing Mr. Prinz’ child suppott to $500.00 per month.

In June of 2006, the parties middle child, Steven Scott Prinz was getting ready
to go into his Senior year in high school in Gaffney South Carolina. He was enrolled
in a program wherein he went to boot camp in the South Carolina National Guard,
during the Summer of 2006, and he would graduate from boot camp in August 2006,

and complete his Senior year in high school during the 2006-2007 school year.



While Steven Scott Prinz was in boot camp, Mrs. Pruett packed up the parties
youngest child, Alex William Clay Prinz, and her child by her current husband and
left her husband and the State of South Carolina. Mrs. Pruett dropped off Alex
William Clay Prinz with his father, Christopher Steven Prinz in Gulfport, Mississippi
for his 30 day Summer visitation period, for the month of July 2006.

During the month of July 2006 is when Mr. Prinz learned that Mrs. Pruett left
the State of South Carolina and her current husband. Throughout the month of July
2006 Mr. Prinz attempted to obtain from Mrs. Pruett and her mother, Betty Duke, her
current address and phone number. Because of the prior problems that Mr. Prinz had
had with Mrs. Pruett concerning visitation and because of her evasiveness in giving
him an address or a phone number where he could reach her, Mr. Prinz initiated the
current action on August 1, 2006, by filing a Petition For Entry of Ex Parte Order and
Petition for Modification of Custody.

The Chancery Court of Harrison County, Mississippi on August 2, 2006
entered a Temporary Ex Parte Order granting Temporary Custody of the minor child
Alex William Clay Prinz to Christopher Steven Prinz, until the matter could be heard
on its merits on August 30, 2006. At the request of the Chancellor, and counsel for
Mrs. Pruett, the hearing scheduled for August 30, 2006 was moved up to August 8,
2006, at which time physical custody of the minor child Alex William Clay Prinz was
returned to Mrs. Pruett with assurances from her that she would notify Mr. Prinz and

the Court of any future changes of her address, which at that time was Ardmore,



Okiahoma, at her sisters house,

Upon Mrs. Pruett’s leaving the State of Mississippi after the hearing on
August 8, 2006, she went to her mothers in Coldwater, Mississippi and then to
Stevens graduation from boot camp, in South Carolina and then she flew directly to
Littleton Colorado, and began living there. The middle child of the parties, Steven
graduated from boot camp on August 11, 2006, and moved to Mississippi and began
living with his father, Christopher Steven Prinz.

The trial on the issue of Modification of Custody of Alex Willaim Clay Prinz
and Steven Scott Prinz was held on December 4, 2006. On December 19, 2006, the
Chancellor entered a partial Judgment, modifying Custody of Alex and Steven, and
granting their custody to Chris. On January 19, 2007 the Chancellor entered her full
Judgment modifying physical custody of the parties two younger children and
granting their custody to Christopher Steven Prinz. The parties still hold Joint Legal
Custody of the two minor children. The Judgment dated January 19, 2007 also
ordered Mrs. Pruett to pay child support to Mr. Prinz and granted Mrs. Pruett
visitation, neither of which is in issue in this appeal.

On February 12, 2007, the Chancellor requested counsel for the parties appear
in her Court for an update on the status of the case and to advise Counsel for the
Appellant that his clients failure to comply with the Courts Judgments of December
19, 2006 and January 19, 2007, could negatively impact her future visitation with the

children. The purpose of this status conference was due to the fact that Tammy had



refused to tumn Alex over to Chris pursuant to the Judgments of December 19, 2006,
and January 19, 2007, which ultimately caused Chris to hire counsel in Colorado to
file a Habeas Corpus action in Colorado to obtain physical custody of Alex, which

was accomplished some time in March 2007.

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

Chris and Tammy Prinz divorced on August 30, 2000. Their marriage produced three
children, namely, Amanda, born on September 26, 1984, who was adopted by Mr. Prinz,
(TR. 75) and who was over twenty-one at the time of the filing of this matter, and was
married; (TR. 75); Steven, born on October 13, 1988 who was 18 at the time of the hearing
(TR. 75); and Alex, born October 2, 1998, who was 7 years of age, at the time of the filing of
the Petition by Mr. Prinz, and 8 years old at the time of the hearing on December 4, 2006.
(TR. 76) On or about September 23, 2000, Tammy married James Pruett, and moved to
Gaffney, South Carolina. (TR. 74) Tammy and Mr. Pruett had one child, namely, Jamison
“Jamie” Pruett, 2 female child born on February 23, 2003, who was three years old at the
time of the hearing on December 4, 2006. (TR. 74-75)

From the time of the divorce, Mr. Prinz has alleged that Mrs. Pruett has interfered
with his visitation, and has filed at least two other court actions in this cause prior to filing
the current action to modify custody of Steven and Alex. There have been times when Chris

would drive to the parties pre-arranged meeting point at the welcome station near the



Alabama-Georgia State line, and Mrs. Pruett would fail to show with the children. (TR. 157)
This fact was substantiated by Robella Prinz, Mr. Prinz’ mother. (TR. 260)

Further, Mr. Prinz testified that Mrs, Pruett would monitor and cut short his
conversations with Steven and Alex (TR. 158-159). As testified to by Steven, the
Mrs. Pruett would not let Steven call his father until he got his cell phone. (TR. 238)

Steven Prinz, was enlisted in boot camp in the South Carolina National Guard, during
the summer of 2006, between his Junior and Senior year in high school. Upon his graduation
in mid-august, 2006, he had planned to enter his Senior year in high school at the high school
he had been attending in South Carolina. However, unbeknownst to Steven, (TR. 231) his
mother, Tammy Pruett, picked up his brother Alex, and his half-sister, Jamie and left the
Gaflney, South Carolina area, took Alex to his Mr. Prinz’ for his Summer visitation and went
to visit her mother in Coldwater, Mississippi. (TR. 46) Upon leaving Coldwater, Mississippi
Mrs. Pruett testified she went to Ardmore, Oklahoma to live with her sister. (TR. 45-46) She
further testified that she had no plans to move from the Ardmore, Oklahoma area. (TR. 58)

On August 8, 2006 the Court held a full hearing on the Ex Parte hearing that had been
held on August 1, 2006. At the conclusion of this hearing Tammy Pruett testified she once
again went to visit her mother in Coldwater, Mississippi and then she, her mother, Alex and
Jamie traveled to South Carolina to watch Steven graduate from boot camp. (TR. 77) At the
completion of the graduation Mrs. Pruett testified that she went back to her mothers house in

Coldwater, Mississippi, and then flew directly to Littleton, Colorado, because as she
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